Lynch v. Bay Ridge Obstetrical and Gynecological Associates, 27 October 1988.
The Court of Appeals of New York allowed a medical malpractice action for physical and emotional injuries suffered by the plaintiff as a result of a physician's erroneous advice that she was not pregnant. The plaintiff alleged that the advice led her to ingest a drug that had a harmful effect on her fetus and forced her either to risk having a congenitally defective child or, as she ultimately decided, to undergo an abortion, against her personal, moral, and religious convictions. The Court distinguished this action from an action for recovery for emotional distress resulting from injuries inflicted on a fetus, which is not recognized in New York.